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Report to Partnership Meeting 5 February 2018
PARTNERSHIP
Regional Transport Strategy Update
Purpose of Report
To invite Members to consider a proposal to update the HITRANS Regional Transport
Strategy.
Background
HITRANS original Regional Transport Strategy was approved by Scottish Ministers in July
2008. During 2016 / 2017 HITRANS consulted initially on a Main Issues Report and then
published a draft updated Strategy in May 2017. Following further statutory public
consultation, a final version of the Strategy was approved by Members at the HITRANS
Partnership Meeting in September 2017. However, on seeking Ministerial approval for the
updated Strategy, officers were advised that any approval would not be forthcoming until
after the National Transport Strategy itself had been updated.
The National Transport Strategy 2 was published in February 2020 setting out the vision for
Scotland’s transport system for the next 20 years. The vision is underpinned by four
priorities: Reduces Inequalities, Takes Climate Action, Helps Deliver Inclusive Economic
Growth and Improves our Health and Wellbeing, each with three associated outcomes.
HITRANS updated Regional Transport Strategy
HITRANS updated Regional Transport Strategy, sets out a vision to deliver connectivity
across the region which enables sustainable economic growth and helps
communities to actively participate in economic and social activities.
The RTS objectives were also updated as set out below. They were underpinned by two
high level objectives which were to;
•
•

Support sustainable economic growth across the whole region
Reduce barriers to participation in employment, learning, social, leisure, health and
cultural activities throughout the region
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A copy of the updated Strategy approved by members can be found on the HITRANS
website at the following link.
https://hitrans.org.uk/Documents/Draft_Regional_Transport_Strategy_2018.pdf
Also attached as an appendix to this report are 5 plans from the updated RTS highlighting
the strategic priorities by each partner Local Authority area.
National Transport Strategy 2 & Strategic Transport Projects Review 2
The Scottish Government published a new National Transport Strategy in February 2020
with a vision supported by four priorities: reducing inequalities; taking climate action; helping
deliver inclusive economic growth; and improving health and wellbeing. The strategy outlines
the Scottish Government response to the Climate emergency, committing Scotland to an
ambitious statutory target of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045.
Central to our update of the RTS will be outlining how we intend to address regional
challenges and opportunities for transport within our area whilst realising the Scottish
Governments
Overarching the policies, the Sustainable Travel and Investment Hierarchy which prioritises
the most sustainable modes and utilisation of existing assets has been imbedded into the
decision making process.
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Other new Local and National Policy and Strategy
In addition to NTS2 and STPR2, there are several other documents published at both a local
and national level which have a material impact on both the context and priorities of the
Regional Transport Strategy.
These include the following;
•

Islands (Scotland) Act 2018 and National Islands Plan – The updated RTS included
an island proofing review of the Delivery Strategy but was published prior to the first
National Islands Plan in 2019.

•

Transport (Scotland) Act 2019

•

Climate Change Plan Update, December 2020 and National Transport Strategy
Delivery Plans, including commitments to undertake Island Connectivity Plans and a
national Aviation Strategy

•

National Planning Framework 4

•

A number of key Local transport and planning documents including the updated
CNES Local Transport Strategy and several Local Development Plans
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Impact of Covid-19
While it is much too early to consider what even some of the short to medium term impacts
of the Covid-19 pandemic will be, updating the strategy at this time offers an opportunity to
establish regional priorities for securing a green recovery on a path to net zero.
Regional Transport Strategy Update
In order to take cognisance of the National Transport Strategy 2 and reflect on both the
significant changes to the wider policy framework and the impacts of the pandemic on
transport priorities within our region it is proposed that HITRANS officers commence a
proportionate update of the Regional Transport Strategy. A number of other Regional
Transport Partnerships are currently in the process of updating their Strategies.
Updating the strategy at this time also offers an opportunity for HITRANS to set out a
potential role for the Partnership (building on the opportunities set out in recent reports
presented to the Board) at a time when Transport Scotland has just begun a review of
transport governance.
However, while some of the wider policy framework has developed since HITRANS last
consulted through its Main Issues Report and draft RTS, it is felt that there is not a need to
undertake a repeat public consultation on the strategic transport priorities of the area given
the comprehensive exercise undertaken by Transport Scotland in developing STPR2 just
last year.
Rather, it is proposed that we initially develop an update of Regional Transport Strategy that
includes the following elements:
• A review of the vision, high level and sub objectives
• A review of the draft delivery plan, STPR2 options and priorities within the context
of local, regional and national policy changes since 2017.
• Set out a vision of what HITRANS can offer as a Regional Transport Partnership
within the context of a national review of transport governance.
This work would enable a draft updated Strategy to be developed which would then be
published for public consultation prior to the submission of a final version to Scottish
Ministers seeking their approval.
Recommendation
Members are invited to approve;
1. That HITRANS officers further develop proposals for updating the Regional Transport
Strategy in conjunction with Partnership Advisors as part of the Business Plan for
2021/22
2. Take a further report back to a future Partnership meeting setting out the more detail
the scope and timetable to update the Regional Transport Strategy.

RTS Delivery
Impact - Positive
Comment – The work to refresh the Regional Transport Strategy seeks to update the
Delivery Plan
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Policy
Impact - Positive
Comment – This work helps set new policies and objectives for HITRANS that are relevant
to the framework within which the Partnership now sits.
Financial
Impact – Positive
Budget line and value – Funding for finalising the Regional Transport Strategy Update has
been identified in the HITRANS Business Plan 2021/22.
Equality
Impact – Positive
Comment – Updating the Regional Transport Strategy offers an opportunity to address both
transport and wider inequalities across the region
Report by:
Neil MacRae
Designation: Partnership Manager
Date:
27th January 2021
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