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Purpose of Report

To provide Members with a summary of the key transport related aspects of the Programme
for Government (PfG)' published on 5" September 2023

Summary

The report provides a summary of the key elements of the Programme for Government
relevant to the delivery of the Regional Transport Strategy and work of HITRANS in the
forthcoming year.

Programme for Government (PfG)

The 2023-24 PfG is titled ‘Equality, Opportunity, Community’. This builds on the three
missions set out by the First Minister shortly after his taking office. These were for
government to deliver:

= Equality: Tackling poverty and protecting people from harm.
= Opportunity: Building a fair, green and growing economy.
= Community: Delivering efficient and effective public services.

The programme is set out by the activity being taken forward by each Cabinet Secretary and
the pathway to a Greener Fairer Scotland; Outcomes and Equalities; and the Legislative
Programme planned for the year.

Commitments within PfG

Transport commitments within the PfG are set out under the chapter from the Cabinet
Secretary for Transport, Net Zero and Just Transition. Ms McAllan. The Transport activity
planned for 2023/24 is summarised below.

¢ Implement the Active Travel Transformation Project to help realise our commitment
to £320 million in active travel investment in future budgets and continue the roll out
of 20 miles per hour speed limits in built up areas, supporting physical and mental
wellbeing as well as safety and emissions reduction.

e Publish the Fair Fares Review on both the cost and availability of bus, rail and ferry
services, and introduce a pilot for the removal of ScotRail peak-time fares, beginning
in October, to make rail travel more affordable and accessible during the pilot period
while helping to identify longer- term steps to reduce car use.

e Lay secondary legislation before the end of this year, to enable bus franchising and
partnership options to be developed, providing even more powers to Councils.



e Progress smart, digital and integrated ticketing and payment with operators and
authorities and sponsor the new National Smart Ticketing Advisory Board.

e Publish a 20% car kilometre reduction route map, promoting sustainable behaviours
when planning a journey, and reducing both our reliance on cars and our transport
emissions.

e Progress the dualling of the A9 between Perth and Inverness and take forward the
procurement of the Tomatin to Moy project, make improvements to the A96,
including dualling Inverness to Nairn and the Nairn Bypass and publish the review of
the A96 Dualling Programme, continue to develop a long term solution as well as
medium term improvements to the landslip risks at the A83 Rest and Be Thankful,
and continue to press the UK Government to fulfil their commitments to contribute to
funding improvements to the A75.

e Publish a refreshed Rail Services Decarbonisation Action Plan, as well as electrifying
the Glasgow to Barrhead Line, opening East Linton station and re-opening the line to
Levenmouth, including new stations at Cameron Bridge and Leven.

¢ Investin ferry services to support our island communities and all those who rely on
our ferry services, including continuing the construction of six major vessels, make
port improvements at Lochmaddy and Uig, progress port enabling works on the Islay
routes, plus consult on and complete the Long Term Plan for Vessels and Ports to
support our Islands Connectivity Plan.

e Support the operation of Low Emission Zones across our four largest cities by June
2024 to improve air quality and protect health, and continue supporting the growth of
zero-emission vehicles on our roads and increasing charger numbers to 6,000 by
2026.

RISK REGISTER

RTS Delivery
Impact — Positive
Comment — A number of key commitments will help shape the new RTS.

Policy
Impact - Positive

Financial

Impact — Positive

Comment — Increasing multi year funding of Active Travel and a number of other
commitments offer opportunity to build better and more sustainable transport services in the
Highlands and Islands.

Equality

Impact — Positive

Comment — With fairness and just transition at the heart of PfG this will have a postiviv
Equalities Impact.

Recommendation

1. Members and Advisors are asked to note the report.
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