
 
 

Report to Partnership Meeting 7 November 2025 
 

RESEARCH AND STRATEGY DELIVERY 
 

Renewable Energy Transport Opportunities 
 

HITRANSformers 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To raise awareness of potential transport impacts arising from the increased 
activity in the renewables sector across the Highlands and Islands, 
 
 
HIREP 
 

 The Highlands and Islands Regional Economic Partnership’s recent report 
Regional Transformational Opportunities in the Highlands and Islands has 
outlined a scenario of £100bn of expenditure in the renewable energy 
sector in the area as we move towards Net Zero 2045. This could bring in 
17930 direct operational FTE jobs and 114000 FTE job years. This will 
comprise: 

 Offshore wind 
 Onshore wind 
 Hydro pumped storage 
 Green hydrogen 
 Marine energy 
 Space 
 Marine biotechnology and processing 
 Life sciences, digital health and social care 
 Natural capital 
 Critical infrastructure developments 

 
The proposed investment is more in real terms than the oil boom of the 
1970s which brought us enhancements in road, rail and marine. 

 
 
The evidence that this is starting with real direct investment is moving at pace: 

 £300m on the Sumitomo cable factory at Nigg 
 £300m committed by Haventus at Ardersier to facilitate Ming Yang’s 

proposed £1.5bn wind turbine factory 
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 SSEN is preparing to carry out grid upgrades Skye-Fort Augustus Beauly, 
Peterhead-Beauly, Spittal-Loch Buidhe-Beauly 

 Pumped storage hydro is planned by Loch Ness, and many offshore and 
onshore windfarms are under development and construction. 
 

 
 
Transport impacts 
 
It becomes apparent that the transport network will be heavily impacted by this 
increase in activity, particularly when a number of developments occurring at the 
same time requiring the same roads, trucks, rails and ships.  For example, the A9 
at Golspie during pylon line construction will experience a 400% increase HGVs, 
have a direct effect on that community. Spittal-Loch Buidhe will require 1.5mt of 
aggregates. There will also be an increase in personnel on the move, not least 
around the workers’ camps proposed for Ashaig, East Sutherland and Spittal. 
 
HITRANS will be meeting with Transport Scotland officials and other public 
sector agencies on 6 November to discuss Transport and Renewables. 
 
It is suggested that the Board consider directing some resource into studying the 
cumulative impacts of the various projects, and interventions that may be 
required. 
 
 
RISK REGISTER 
 
RTS Delivery 
 
Impact – Mode shift, integration, economy, climate change resilience, transport 
investment 
 
Policy 
 
Impact – Energy security, decarbonisation, transport efficiency,  
 
Financial 
 
Impact – No budget has yet been allocated 
 
Equality 
 
Impact – Access to the network for all 
 
Recommendation 
 



1. Members are asked to note the report and consider allocating some funding 
to study this further. 
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